* We invite you to stand as you are able
INTROIT* “Come, Come, Everybody Worship” The Faith We Sing #2271

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS
We invite all to participate by signing the attendance pad located in each pew. If
you are a guest and visiting with us — we are glad you are here.

A MOMENT OF SILENCE

STATEMENT OF WELCOME TO ALL AND FOR ALL*
All: No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey you are
welcome here.

CALL TO WORSHIP*

One: Welcome to worship this day.

All:  Thank you. We’re glad to be here.

One: Some have come dancing; some have come struggling.

All: Lord, be with each one of us today. Feed our hearts and souls
with your transforming love.

One: God is truly with you all today; guiding, lifting, feeding, restoring
your souls.

All: Praise be to God who continually abides with us. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER*

All: In the darkness of night and the brightness of day; you, O Lord, are
present to us. As we wrestle with situations which seem to drain us of
our energy; as we struggle to find out who you call us to be, you reach
out to us with reassurance of empowerment and courage for the days
ahead. Calm our spirits and prepare our hearts and lives to receive your
awesome grace. Amen.

HYMN “Sweet Hour of Prayer” Red Hymnal #496
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

GOSPEL Matthew 14:13-21 (CEB)
When Jesus heard about John, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by
himself. When the crowds learned this, they followed him on foot from the cities.
When Jesus arrived and saw a large crowd, he had compassion for them and
healed those who were sick. That evening his disciples came and said to him,
“This is an isolated place and it's getting late. Send the crowds away so they can
go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”

But Jesus said to them, “There’s no need to send them away. You give them
something to eat.”

They replied, “We have nothing here except five loaves of bread and two fish.”

He said, “Bring them here to me.” He ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
He took the five loaves of bread and the two fish, looked up to heaven, blessed
them and broke the loaves apart and gave them to his disciples. Then the
disciples gave them to the crowds. Everyone ate until they were full, and they
filled twelve baskets with the leftovers. About five thousand men plus women and
children had eaten.

One: Word of God, for the people of God. All: Thanks be to God!
MESSAGE “Nothing?” Pastor Anne Kadue
HYMN “Break Thou the Bread of Life” Red Hymnal #599

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE COMMUNION PRAYER (see insert for liturgy) - We celebrate an open
communion table acknowledging that it is Christ’s table and not our own. You are
welcome at the table.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

All: God of power and glory, as we bring our tithes and offerings to be
dedicated to the building of your kingdom here on earth, we are
reminded of all the blessings we have received. As we hear again the
story of Jacob wrestling with the stranger to receive his blessing,
remind us that the best blessings come when we are working hard,
breaking a sweat, getting our hands dirty working for justice,
compassion, and mercy for all your children. Steer us away from being
content with the blessings that require little effort. In Christ, we pray.
Amen.

OFFERING & HYMN  “Standing on the Promises” Red Hymnal #374 vs 1,3,4



DOXOLOGY*

All: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, above ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

SENDING & CIRCLE OF BENEDICTION*
All: Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

We welcome all persons of every age, gender identity, racial or ethnic
background, sexual orientation, marital or socioeconomic status, nationality, and
physical or mental ability into full participation in the life of this faith community.
We are committed to the reconciliation of all persons as children of God and
declare ourselves to be a Reconciling Congregation.
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